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Botanic Gardens Conservation International congratulates the Executive Secretary, 

Secretariat and Parties on the excellent achievements in implementing the Global 

Strategy for Plant Conservation.  We strongly believe that much positive action for 

plant conservation has been undertaken that would not have happened had the 

Convention not adopted this innovative Strategy in 2002. We consider that the 

Strategy has provided a framework for all involved in the multi-faceted challenge of 

conserving plant diversity which is vital for the maintenance of all life on earth.  

 

BGCI has been honoured to work with the CBD Secretariat from the outset in 

supporting the implementation of the GSPC. We have provided a member of staff 

seconded to the Secretariat for the entire period of implementation and believe that 

has been a pivotal contribution from ensuring a sustained effort and momentum for 

implementation. BGCI has also supported promotion and translation of the Strategy 

into 9 languages with generous support from HSBC through the Investing in Nature 

Programme 2002-2007. We have worked with Parties such as the Seychelles, China 

and Mexico to develop national plant conservation strategies, and provided the 

Secretariat for the Global Partnership for Plant Conservation. We went further and 

translated the targets of the GSPC into our own global work programmes.   Botanic 

gardens worldwide have also embraced the Targets of the GSPC, helping to make 

the Strategy a global success for plant conservation. We are aware nevertheless that 

the loss of plant diversity continues and the threats to plant species essential for the 

maintenance of ecosystem services are intensifying at a time of global climate 

change. 

 

BGCI has actively supported the development of proposals for further 

implementation of the Strategy beyond 2010 by supporting regional consultation 

workshops in Africa and Americas with the support from the Boeing Company for 

which we are grateful. We therefore applaud the Parties for their courage and 

boldness in seeking to update the Strategy and implement revised targets by 2020. 

We support the call on Parties to adopt this Strategy.  

 

It is vitally important that all Parties, international organisations and NGOs work 

together within the context of the new CBD Strategic Plan, to help maintain the 

momentum and genuine enthusiasm for the GSPC that has developed over the past 

ten years so that by 2020 we can celebrate the fact that we have secured plant 

diversity for the welfare of the people, ecosystems and the environment.  We 



welcome input from all interested Parties and organizations to develop the toolkit as 

an essential resource to enhance national implementation. BGCI has some 

preliminary funding with the framework of the Partnership to develop the draft 

toolkit and calls on Parties and other stakeholders to provide input into the process 

and provide further resources to make this a reality for launch at COP 11.   

 

BGCI is also striving to reach out to a wider audience to promote the Strategy 

through its Plants for the Planet Campaign. This has already attracted global support 

from individuals all round the world who send a strong message to this Conference 

urging governments to strongly support the GSPC. 

 

I would like to conclude on behalf of BGCI and our global network of botanic 

gardens by offering our continued full and strong support for the Global Strategy for 

Plant Conservation in the years ahead.   

 

Thank you  


